DREAM NO.1

 

(In Space)

9 minutes

 

There are three of us sitting in the backyard. We’ve been mowing the grass, cutting the hedge, painting the flowers, and farting on the trampoline. Now we’re taking a break, and drinking some lemonade. You’ve got light blue shorts on that come down to your ankles, and a t-shirt that says: “I am Invisible”. Yoga Bear is chewing his boots and dreaming about the time he went fishing in a bowl of cereal. And Nigel KneeNuts is pouring lemonade all over his face to cool himself down. It’s quite hot, in the middle of summer, in the middle of the day.

 

Up above, the sun is on fire, and reading himself a book about the time when he went to the movies with the moon. It was a film about a bucket that lived in the desert. The moon loved this film, and cried when the bucket fell over a cliff and landed on a cheesecake. The cheesecake cried too, and smacked the bucket on its bum. And then the bucket cried and ran off to find its mummy.  What a great story! The sun remembers

eating popcorn and looking deep into the moon’s eyes, as they waited for a taxi to take them home. He has a big Sigh, and closes his book.

 

Now Yoga Bear gets up and starts singing a song:

 

“In the summer I balance a plate on my head,
and stand on one leg ’til it snows.
I wobble and shake but the plate won’t break

if I catch it between my toes!”

 

Then he spins around and a bell rings. Nigel KneeNuts goes into the shed and comes out with a giant ladder. He leans it up against a tree and says: “Let’s start climbing and see where we can get to.” You nod your head 37 times and walk backwards towards him, while Yoga Bear checks his pockets for rainbows, and then comes too.

 

Nigel KneeNuts goes first, and quickly gets up so high you can hardly see him. You go next and reach up as far as you can. Yoga Bear follows you, tickling your feet. Now this is a magical ladder and it keeps moving up as you climb. It doesn’t have a top and it never stops. By the time you get up into the clouds you can just see your house down below in the distance - it looks so far away. Even the trees and mountains look tiny, and the cars are as small as ants. Yoga Bear steps out onto one of the clouds - it’s like a platform - and he finds a picnic basket with some ice-cream in it. We all want some, so we take a break. You can taste the cool ice-cream

melting in your mouth. It tastes like blackberries.

 

When it’s time to get back on the ladder, we notice that it has moved. It must have gone for a walk while we were resting, and now it is too far out of reach. Luckily Yoga Bear has some balloons, so he starts blowing them 

 up, taking big deep breaths. We all help, and pretty soon we’ve got 5 balloons each. They’re all different colours: blue, green, yellow, red, and white. Now we tie them together with strings. We’re each going to fly up in the air, holding the balloons, and get back to the ladder. We stand on the clouds and wait for the wind to come along. Yoga Bear sees it and yells out: 

 

“Hey Windy Windy Wild Boy,

won’t you come and carry us home?

Won’t you please help us to go our way,

and then I’ll lend you my comb.”

 

The wind answers back:

 

“Who are these crazy people,

standing up here in the cloudy air?

I must say I do need your comb Yoga Bear

for I seem to have messed up my hair.”

 

So he blows gently and we lift up in the air, each of us holding our 5 balloons. It feels funny and a little bit scary but Yoga Bear winks at you. He’s got his fingers crossed, so everything will be fine. It doesn’t take long and we reach the ladder safely. We all hold onto it tightly, and release the balloons. Off they drift towards the sun, and every now and then we hear one in the distance, being popped by eagles.

 

Yoga Bear thanks the wind by blowing him a kiss. He pulls out a light blue comb, and holds it out for the wind. The wind takes it, with a ‘Thank you”, and puts it in his pocket for later. Now we all say “Goodbye!”, and carry on up the ladder. It’s getting late in the afternoon, so we have to climb fast to get to the stars. We want to get to the planet Pluto, so we can see the Moon in her dressing-gown getting ready.

 

First we go past the Sun, who is packing his boxes and getting ready to go home to bed; next is the planet Bobby-Jane, which is dark and the shape of an alligator’s handbag. Then we pass the Planet PimpleSpots, which has pizza scattered all over the place; and then we see Saturn which is spinning around like a top. Hidden behind Saturn is the Milky Way, where heaps of coconuts  are rolling everywhere; and finally we see Pluto, which is taking it’s dog for a walk. We sit down on a bench made of stars, and look down into the moon’s lounge-room, where we can see her on the couch watching the news.

 

While we are sitting there, an amazing thing happens: a spaceship that looks like a carrot appears out of nowhere, and comes right up to our bench. Its front door opens, and a spaceman in a white space-suit comes floating towards us. When he gets close he takes off his helmet and looks at us with his 18 different-coloured eyes. Then he says (in a special alien language that sounds like ducks quacking): “Greeting Earthlings, I am Zippy ZooButts from the planet Zucchini, and I come in Peace. I’ve never met a human before, and I heard that you were coming. I have come to tell you all a special secret, if you will please accept this little gift.” 

 

He holds out an old lolly wrapper which shines like a 

crystal, and you take it. The second you touch it, a warm feeling fills your hands, and you feel full of love and happiness. You want to hug everyone in the whole world, even the worms back home in the vegie-patch! With this lovely feeling, you can save the world! You smile at Zippy ZooButts and ask him for his special message. He clears his three throats with a cough (he’s also got 4 lips and 7 belly-buttons), and then whispers: 

 

“My friends, the universe is like a piece of toast - if you cook it too long it will burn; but if you butter it on both sides it becomes a scrumptious treat for everyone. It is time to look after the world and be gentle, and so I ask you to take care of your friends and family, all the animals and the mosquitoes, and try not to get angry any more. The secret in life is to trust people and give your best all the time. If you ever get scared remember to look up in the sky and you will see the great planet Zucchini smiling at you.” 

 

With that he rubs his 11 tummies round and round until they wobble in the light. Then he flies away back to his spaceship and goes back to his home. Yoga Bear and Nigel KneeNuts are quite moved by Zippy’s message, and they both really want to return home as well, to tell their parents. And you feel very serious: You want to help everyone back on Earth, you want people to stop fighting, and you want to make more cupcakes.
 

It doesn’t take much effort to get back, because the 

whole of space - all the planets and all the stars -

well everything is floating around inside your mind. It’s all in your imagination, especially when you close your eyes. So you close them now, and start flying through the air to wherever you want to go. You can fly on your back, inside a handbag, or even on an electric juice-machine! 

 

And when you get there, remember to tell your friends this story, about the alien with long eye-lashes, and his very important message...

 
