FEEDBACK FROM THE AGM 07

Hi, I've felt compelled to write, at least to offer an opinion

that I do understand clearly seems not that of the majority.

I feel that at least you might consider looking at it

as one of the voices from your 'Union'- which to 

me is what the YTAA is feeling like!

It concerns me that the YTAA is becoming a megalomaniac.

This seemed supported by most of the teachers on Sunday

who seemed to agree that controlling, defining, 

and regulating the yoga 'industry' in Australia 

is a) their Right, and b) a good idea.

Since when did Yoga become a Control Freak Philosophy?

Was it when Iyengar or Bikram became famous?

It concerns me that such a limiting view is held 

of how Yoga is supposed to be taught.

By limiting the possibilitites of Fitness 

Australia, less Yoga will be offered in gyms.

I do understand that such Yoga has not always been 'ideal', but SO WHAT?

I know that Yoga works, I know that many people 

dont always feel it as a spiritual obsession,

i know that breathing and meditating upon the 

body certainly will lead someone to an increased 

awareness, i know that if the Gym world is 

narrowed down, some people may not even get that 

beginner introduction...and i know that the 

western world is highly neurotic, fearful, 

anxious, paranoid about the great God Insurance...

In some respects, a Yogi would be hypocritical to actually get insurance,

given that he would never Fear something going wrong, even if it did,

having wonderful trust in the nature of experience,

and certainly not protecting against a Future that hasn't happened yet!

Look I do understand that these are not everyone's ideas.

i just want you to represent some different Yoga voices in your organisation.

Further, the controls you are placing on your 

members, including the point-system training 

concept, and minimum expectation of new joining 

teachers.

I think the view here is again very narrow.

Firstly, all the Yogis in india know that Yoga 

works, the practises always develop and change,

one ALWAYS grows with time, all the practises hold every answer possible,

every development is available through the practises alone,

and one does not in fact need to go outside this training to find anything.

One CAN - for amusement, but not Necessity.

Also, Indian Yoga is so clearly misunderstood by westerners.

Every Art (including Yoga) is taught under a 

guidance system that involves trust, observation, 

and practise. Thats simple. The student learns by 

simply BEING with the teacher, because the 

TEACHER IS the Yoga, and by understanding the 

TEACHER, the student learns what is Yoga.

This is unwritten. When I teach children, they 

learn what Yoga is, often by what I do NOT do, 

and NOT say, (eg: not controlling them like their 

parents and schools do, they think to themselves, 

"Hang on, this is something different, this 

freedom and trust - thats what Yoga must be".

All of these wisdoms are PRACTICAL. All Yoga works on a practical level.

It seems to me most australian teachers are prophets of Theory.

Thats why a whole group of them would deem it 

necessary to be paranoid about how Yoga should be 

controlled in the Marketplace!

When i left the AGM, i felt sad.

I felt that a typical western misappropriation of Yoga has occurred,

with the typical fears, ego, and neuroticism of the west.

It made me think that the YTAA will not be perturbed,

they will get bigger and more adamant,

more arrogant, more controlling.

Being accepting, oh well, thats how it looks its going to be.

i am living in the west, i understand that.

i am not mr.perfect either.

I just hope your organisation keeps some of these type of ideas, in mind,

before you stamp your growing foot over the country.

Thanks for at least listening,

all the best Toby Wallace of Land of Yoga.

I know you are all committed

with great intention.

